IN MEMORY OF
PRIVATE GEORGE DOBBS
275951, WHO DIED
ON WEDNESDAY 28 NOVEMBER 1917.
REMEMBERED WITH HONOUR
JERUSALEM MEMORIAL

COMMEMORATED IN PERPETUITY BY
THE COMMONWEALTH WAR GRAVES COmmision
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The Jerusalem Memorial stands in Jerusalem War Cemetery
which is 4.5 kilometres north of the walled city. The cemetery is
situated on the neck of land at the north end of the Mount of
Olives, to the west of Mount Scopus, close to the Hyatt Hotel
and the Hadassa Hospital.
Historical Information:
At the outbreak of the First World War, Palestine (now Israel)
was part of the Turkish Empire and it was not entered by Allied
forces until December 1916. The advance to Jerusalem took a further year, but from 1914 to December 1917, about 250 Commonwealth prisoners of war were buried in the German and
Anglo-German cemeteries of the city. By 21 November 1917, the
Egyptian Expeditionary Force had gained a line about five
kilometres west of Jerusalem, but the city was deliberately
spared bombardment and direct attack. Very severe fighting followed, lasting until the evening of 8 December, when the 53rd
(Welsh) Division on the south, and the 60th (London) and 74th
(Yeomanry) Divisions on the west, had captured all the city's
prepared defences. Turkish forces left Jerusalem throughout
that night and in the morning of 9 December, the Mayor came to
the Allied lines with the Turkish Governor's letter of surrender.
Jerusalem was occupied that day and on 11 December, General
Allenby formally entered the city, followed by representatives of
France and Italy. Meanwhile, the 60th Division pushed across
the road to Nablus, and the 53rd across the eastern road. From
26 to 30 December, severe fighting took place to the north and
east of the city but it remained in Allied hands.
The Jerusalem war cemetery was begun after the occupation of
the city, with 270 burials. It was later enlarged to take graves
from the battlefields and smaller cemeteries in the neighbourhood. There are now 2,514 Commonwealth burials of the First
World War in the cemetery, 100 of them unidentified. Within the
cemetery stands the JERUSALEM MEMORIAL,
commemorating 3,300 Commonwealth servicemen who died
during the First World War in operations in Egypt or Palestine
and who have no known grave.
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Trooper George Dobbs 275951
3 Troop A Squadron
Sherwood Rangers Yeomanry.
8 June 1896 -28 Nov, 1917.
Killed in Action. - Palestine.

G

eorge was the eldest son of Mary and Samuel Dobbs of Selston , Nottinghamshire.
The surviving children comprised of three boys and eight girls. A further daughter
died in infancy.
The following are copies of letters from George to his parents, whilst on active service during
the Great War , 1914 - 18. Also included are letters from his sister and comrades together
with other documents relating to his service. The date he enlisted is not known but it must
have been in 1914. ( letter relative to him being awarded the 1914 – 15 star )
The letters passed into the possession of his sister Ethel after the death of her parents and
subsequently came to her daughter Muriel ( Dixon ) ( George’s niece. )
I find the letter from Anne to George particularly sad, written by a young girl to her brother,
she obviously was unware that he had been killed twelve days previously.
It is beyond belief that the pension awarded to his mother in respect of her son giving his life
could be reduced some years later on the grounds that his civilian wages prior to his enlistment, had been enhanced due to the war.
The letters are extremely fragile and written in pencil. A magnifying glass was needed to decipher them.
I am most grateful to Muriel for allowing me access to the letters ( which I did not know existed ) and allowing them to be copied, I also appreciate her providing me with family details.
My sincere thanks to my son Simon for his interest, patience and many hours spent scanning
and enhancing the documents, and putting them on a computer disc. He is very keen that
this valuable piece of history is recorded .
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BY STRANGE COINCIDENCE, WHEN COMPLETING NATIONAL SERVICE 1951 – 53, MY ARMY
SERVICE NUMBER HAD FOUR DIGITS IN THE SAME SEQUENCE.

GEORGE. 27 5951
MICHAEL. 22 5951

46.

MICHAEL DOBBS.
NEPHEW.
30 AUG 0
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Ibbs family
Winifred Towey, Cloontia, Co.Mayo, married Dominic Dougan (?Dughan), Woodenbridge,
Co. Wicklow. Cloontia is situated where the county boundaries of Sligo, Mayo, and Roscommon meet. The Towey’s were resident in the Roman Catholic parish of Carracastle, there
being a chapel of ease in Cloontia. The nearest towns would be Ballaghdareen, Ballymote,
and Charlestown. Bill Ibbs has an oil painting of the home of the Towey family. It was said
that Winfred Towey travelled ‘steerage’ between her family in England and Cloontia quite
often. It was also said that Annie (nee Towey) Ibbs was born in Cloontia, and spent her early
days there. The last residents (first cousins, once removed, of Annie (nee Towey) Ibbs, were
Kate and Tom Towey with their Down’s Syndrome daughter Anne (known as Nancy).
Kate and Tom Towey were first cousins, Tom being a nearer relation to us than Kate. Tom
died instantly, on the road, when out for milk, on Saint Patrick’s Day, some years ago. Kate
died in August, 1994. The nearest surviving ‘relations’ would be Christopher Lynott (Cloontia) and his extensive family scattered throughout England etc., and his sister Brigid, still in
the County Mayo. These Lynott’s are the offspring of Mary and Michael Lynott. Mary Lynott was the daughter of ‘Paddy Mick’ Towey, a cousin of Kate and Tom. There are remaining quite a number of Towey’s in the Cloontia area (all of whom would be very distant
connections).
Offspring of Winifred Towey and Dominic Dougan (Dughan):
Winifred married Antonio (Joe) Ginotti (?Genotti), - two sons and two daughters, the name of
one son was Joseph, and the name of one daughter was Rose, all children pre-deceased their
parents. Cardiff.
(Parents of Antonio Ginotti owned a vineyard in Italy. Ginotti owned two ice-cream shops in
Stock on Trent. ?Also owned hotel? Ginottie was seen by Joseph Ibbs with a sandwich bar
in Cardiff during Second World War.
Jane married ? Bradley, Fenton, Staffs. ?two or three daughters and one con (?Billy?)
?Bradley a confectioner, who made excellent short-bread!
Kate (Catherine) married ? Taylor. One son Clifford, who died young. (Wembley)
Mary married ? Smith (Smyth). Lived in Liverpool but returned to Ireland (May be some
family living in Dublin as at 1996.)
Thomas (Tommy) died young 1914-1918 war.
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Annie married Richard Ibbs, (Hibbs ?) South Staffordshire. (Richard Ibbs, unknown parentage. Thought to have lodged with an uncle. Had sister (Ruth), friend of Annie Dougan.
Had brother, who predeceased sister Ruth.).
Offspring of Richard and Annie Ibbs (?Hibbs):
Joseph Henry, married Frances Sharpe (East Kirkby).
Daughter Betty, married Alwyn Kemp. Daughter Ann & son David. (Alwyn Kemp died November 1996.)
Kathleen (Kate) married Arthur Dobbs, Selston.
Peter (1932) married Barbara Spencer
Michael (1933) married Rita Atkin
Patricia married Roy Jaques
Richard
Annie (1909 to 1979) married Lawrence Challender (1909 to 1989 Newstead).
Kathleen (1928) married Michael Hicks (1933) (Mablethorpe)
Clifford (1932)
Neville Ivan (1938) married Sheila Coffey (Sheffield)
Edward Anthony (1942) married Valarie Clark (e) (Warsop)
Christopher Brian (1948 died 1986).
Mary (Polly) married William Green (Kirkby in Ashfield)
David married
Shirley married
William(?1910) married Hulda Fielding (Selston). Hulda died 1995 or 1996.
Twins
Derek married Rita Brosdale
Brenda married Brian Brinsley. Brenda died ?1994
James married Margaret Duffy (East Kirkby)
Daughter dies as infant.
Ruth married (late) Alfred Bradshaw (South Normanton)
Alice died aged (10 or 12 years) of brain tumour.
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NB. Cousins of the Towey family:
Joseph Hopkins, brother Edward, and sister Mary (Polly) Tideswell. Either Joseph or Edward fought in the Boer War. Mary Tideswell had one son, Joseph, married to Mona
Mooney. Mary Tideswell’s husband was a sailor who deserted his wife. He was presumed
dead, and insurance claim made, and paid, against policy, when he re-appeared!
The brothers Tom and Teddy Hopkins retired to Nazareth House in Longton. Polly
Tideswell was diagnosed as having stomach cancer at aged of 65, and was given six months
to live. She dies in her 90’s! In her latter years she lived with her son and daughter-in-law, Joe
and Mona Tideswell.
NNB. For further information see hand-written notes by Michael Dobbs.
DECEMBER, 1996

10

Postcard from Sarah & Lizzie for 21st birthday.
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Postcard to dad. (July 8th. ) celebrating 21st birthday.
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George to parents 27 Oct 1917 Palestine
.
Dear Mother and dad.
Just a few lines in answer to your kind and most welcomed letter I received yesterday. I was pleased as it is
over a month since I got one from you. Also got one from lucy. she says Lizzie has been for her holidays, I
guess she had a good time,
Well dear mother I am so short of paper and as you can see I have to write on anything I can get hold of. It
is a job to get it out here I can tell you so will you please send me a little.
I was sorry to hear about B Hudson. It must have been bad news for his mother. I am sorry you cannot get
any sugar for jam making. I wish I could send you some. [ pto ]we could get it out here at 2½d a lb. As
much as you like. As for jam, we get fed up with both it and marmalade. We don’t throw it away but it’s the
same every day, same old menu sheet everyday. A change would be alright now and then. We get decent
grub though to say under the circumstances. Of course circumstances alter cases.
I am sorry I could not send you the good news I promised you but it all went squash. Its nothing fresh for
things to change like that. We get used to it, well , a lot more to say but paper wont allow me so goodby this
time, with love to all at home
from George.
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
note - above written on envelope which had been opened out, both sides used, written in indelible pencil the 2 1/2d per lb referred to is of course pre decimal ( M.Dobbs )
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Second page of a letter.

I did get a Xmas pudding and it was extra I can tell you.
I do not get many letters from Luce. I could not say when I had the last one I’m sure
I have not a deal to say tonight so excuse short letter

With love from George
Trooper Dobbs 2759
3 Troop A Squadron
Regiment
Base X Salonica
Greece.
I’ll write back soon.

This is obviously the second page of a letter, very difficult to read. The refence to Xmas pudding must be prior
1917 [ k.i.a. 28 nov 17 ] but was in envelope dated 27 oct 1917.
Lucy [ Luce ] was George’s sister. Her husband, Fred. Wesson [sen] left Notts Co, Police Nov 1914 - served
in artillery – later served in Notts. City Police. Died 1954.
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Letter to mother and dad. [ 1917 ]
24th nov.
Dear mother and dad.
Just a few lines in answer to several letters I have received lately but have not had time to answer. Non this last month. I have been too busy.
I expect you will have been worrying about me but it cant be helped. I got a letter from you
yesterday dated the 24th Oct. It has took that just a month to come.
I expect you would have heard about the big push we have made out here. It has been a marvellous piece of work and it has been a
[ page 2 ]
great success.
You said in your letters you were short of raisins. well, I wish you could have had my last
three days issue. we get them every so often. me and my pal has been eating about four or
five pound each this morning.
We have not much to do. it is Sunday now. we threw about a stone away last night I think I
have about said all. will close with love to all at home.
from George.
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Note- must be 1917 as the only year containing Sunday 24th. Therefore written four days before he was
killed.
This letter very difficult to decipher. [ copied verbatim ]. Also included in envelope was page two of a different
letter.
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George’s chum to Selston.
E.E. force. Dec, 8th1917
Dear friend
It is with great sorrow thatI write you this letter telling you about poor George. I expect you
will have heard the terrible news before this reaches you.
He was killed early in the morning of nov. 28th We were in rather a warm corner and we
were talking as we were firing. I had my attention drawn to some of the enemy and when I
turned to speak to George again I saw he was dead. He was shot through the neck and death
was instantaneous
The only consolation we have is that he suffered no pain.
It was blow to me as we have been chums ever since george came out here and all the troop
miss him very much as he was always so jolly and cheerful under the worst circumstances and
we have had some rough ones together.
We lost a lot of good lads that day but I do not miss any so much as George as I have lived
and slept with him for nearly two years..
I took his letters and photos from him. I burnt the letters from home and I am sending you
his photos as I know you will value them.
I am sorry I could not be there when he was buried but he was buried in a decent place on
the hillside along with some more of his pals who paid the “price”
Page two
I expect an officer has written to his mother and I pray that god will give you all strength to
bear your great sorrow.
it sounds like an insult to wish you a merry christmas as I know it will be an awful time for
you but please do not think too much about him as it is “God’s will” and “God’s will be
done”
Please write and let me know if you get this and please tell you parents how sorry we all are,
from
your sorrowful friend.
A Ford.
note - this must have been sent to one of George’s sisters, the envelope with the original has had the name and
address torn off.
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Sister Annie to George.
Mansfield Road
Selston
Notts.
Dec 10 1917.
My dear brother
Just a few lines to you hoping to find you quite well as it leaves me. Dear George. I do wish
you could get home for christmas. It is a long time since you came home isnt it. I should think
it’s getting on for 2½ yrs.
I have been left school over 2 months now George, and I am at home. Hilda has gone out
service to Sarah Dakins at Bulwell. but she can’t settle there. Its so quiet.
We havent heard from you for about 3 weeks now George and we should like to hear again.
We keep getting a bit of sugar, 4½ lbs per week but we can’t get butter now. We think ourselves lucky if we get ½ lb butter and ½ lb margarine. Sometimes we get neither and then
we have lard or dripping or - - - dry bread. That’s how we are but we “ keep smiling”
That’s a lot isnt it at these hard times . Hope you keep smiling too. I wonder when the war
will be over George. I wish it were tomorrow, don’t you. Well I shall have to close as there is
no more room. With love and kisses from sister Annie.
Cheerio! Keep smiling. xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
[ on reverse of above page,]
Trooper G Dobbs 27595
Sherwood Rangers Yeo. Somewhere in Palestine
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
This letter written two weeks after George was killed.
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Troop Sergeant to George’s parents, 3/12/17.
Palestine.
Dear Mr & Mrs Dobbs.
On behalf of myself and troop, please allow me to express our deepest sympathy with you in
the great loss you have sustained by the death of your dear son George.
Should you have not received full particulars as yet from the W.O., he was killed instantly by
a bullet wound in the neck on the morning of 28/11/17. we had only just got into action
when poor George was hit. I am sure it will be a little relief to know he suffered no pain. I
shall miss him very much in the troop, he was very much liked by all of us and was always
lively. He looked after his horse better than any one else in the troop and always got extra
corn fo it when possible,
Our troop had bad luck indeed on the 28th which it will never really recover from.
Again we express our deepest heartfelt sympathy for you and your family in your sad bereavment.
we remain
yours very sincerely
sgt Lambert and no 3 troop
a sqd. s,r.y.

( written in margin of page )

I have enclosed two letters which came today
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To George’s father from chaplain.
Jan 1 1918
Dear Mr Dobbs
Long before this you will have been notified by the war office of the sad loss you have sustained in the death of your son who was killed in action on nov 28th but I felt I must send
you a line to assure you of my sincere sympathy with you in your great sorrow.
The loss of a good son is one of the heaviest trials which a parent is called upon to undergo,
but I think you will be comforted to know that he was spared prolonged suffering and in the
coming days I am sure you will find consolation in the proud realisation that he met a soldier’s death, giving his all, even life itself, in his country’s service
Again, assuring you of my sincere sympathy in which I am sure all the regiment join.
Believe me,
Very sincerely yours
Edward J Powell (Chaplain.)
Headquarters 7th Intd Bgde

34

35

Sergeant Lambert to George’s father

1.1.18 . E.E.F.
Dear Mr Dobbs.
hope this letter find yourself and family as well as possible after you recent and sad loss.
I have enclosed with this letter postal orders value 12/6d also watch which your dear son
George had in his haversack at the time of his death.
The money I have enclosed is for the sale of a razor he bought whilst out here.
I have returned you the watch knowing it was a present from home and knew you would be
pleased to have it back
Hoping yourself and family the best of luck for the new year.
yours very sincerely
g.lambert, sgt.
The line containing 2/6d and watch are illegible on original. Simon spent much time and
effort manipulating different colours to make visible and finally did so. 14 feb 02 the watch
is still in possession of Muriel, George’s niece.
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